
   
 

 

PHAP18-00026 
 
Date: July 16, 2018 
Application Type: Certificate of Appropriateness 
Property Owner: Ruben Puentes   
Representative: Ruben Puentes 
Legal Description: 12 Sunset Heights 47 & 48 (3725 sq. ft.), City of El Paso, El Paso 

County, Texas. 
Historic District: Sunset Heights 
Location: 624 Stewart Court 
Representative District: #8 
Existing Zoning: A-3/H (Apartments/Historic) 
Year Built: 1930 
Historic Status: Contributing 
Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a ramp in the front 

yard and extension of the front porch 
Application Filed: 6/18/2018 
45 Day Expiration: 8/2/2018 
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GENERAL INFORMATION: 

 

The applicant seeks approval for: 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a ramp in the front yard and extension of the 
front porch 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 
The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL WITH A 
MODIFICATION of the proposed scope of work based on the following 
recommendations: 
 

The Design Guidelines for El Paso’s Historic Districts, Sites, and Properties recommend the 
following: 
 

• Introduce fire exits, stairs, landings, and ramps on rear or inconspicuous side 
locations. 
 

• Construct fire exits, stairs, landings and ramps in such a manner that they do not 
damage historic materials and features.  Construct them so that they can be 
removed in the future with minimal damage to the historic structure. 

 
• Porches are functional as well as decorative features that help to define the overall 

character of a building.  Many buildings feature porches, which are one of the most 
common architectural features.  A porch and all of its architectural elements should 
be maintained and repaired.  If elements must be replaced, materials should match 
the original construction. 
 

 
The Administrative Review Design Guidelines recommend the following: 
 

• It is recommended that ramps be designed and placed where they will do the least 
amount of change to the historic fabric, especially the street elevation.  For example, 
in the case of a bungalow, the ramp might be constructed inside the front porch, 
leading from the side driveway to the front door.  Every historic residence is different 
and a full range of alternatives should be considered in removing architectural 
barriers. 
 

• Ramps shall be installed parallel to the façade and screened from view with 
landscaping.   
 
 

 
 The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following: 
 

• The historic character of the property will be retained and preserved. 
 
The modifications are that the ramp be constructed either between the wall of the main façade and the 
wall of the front porch or along the east façade and that the porch not be extended. 
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PROPOSED RAMP AND PORCH EXTENSION PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


